DETOXIFYING OUR MATERIALS 
GREEN CHEMISTRY 
Green Chemistry is innovative, smart and ethically responsible. The most successful chemical companies of the future will be those who exploit its opportunities to their competitive advantage, and the most successful chemists of the future will be those who use Green Chemistry concepts in Research & Development, innovation and education.

What is Green Chemistry? “Green chemistry is the design of chemical products and processes that reduce or eliminate the use and generation of hazardous substances.” (Anastas et al. 2000).

Clean Production Action is using the Substitution Principle (link to New Substitution content included below) to leverage corporate and government support for Green Chemistry.  
PUBLICATONS: SAFER PRODUCTS AND GREEN CHEMISTRY: 
" Safer Chemicals Within Reach.  Using the Substitution Principle to drive Green Chemistry".    This report shows how to substitute safer materials for hazardous chemicals and gives case studies of industries who are moving to safer chemical practices.    This report is being used in Europe to lobby for substitution legislation within the upcoming new chemical policy, REACH, but its relevance is useful to all governments, industries and NGOs round the world.   Click here to download the summary and full report. 

. Download the report in pdf formatThe Substitution Principle: How to Really promote safer chemical use 

 (Household Dust campaign.ppt)Campaigning for Safer Chemicals: Greenpeace UK and Friends of the Earth UK 

OTHER IMPORTANT RESOURCES: 

The Green Chemistry Institute and the Twelve Principles of Green Chemistry  (link to http://www.chemistry.org/portal/a/c/s/1/acsdisplay.html?DOC=greenchemistryinstitute%5Cindex.html)
The Green Chemistry Network and Consumer Project (http://www.chemsoc.org/networks/gcn/industry.htm#consumer).

US Environmental Protection Agency's Green Chemistry Website: http://www.epa.gov/greenchemistry/index.html.
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Substitution Principle
It is critical that our government policies support the development of cleaner materials so that we move towards a future filled with products and services that are clean and safe for everyone.  Unfortunately 95 percent of all existing chemicals have never been tested for health or environmental effects and to date the chemical industry has not been held accountable for this lack of data.   At the same time few governments are promoting safer materials and world financial and trade bodies, such as the WTO, perpetuate the funding of unsustainable technologies and production systems.  

What is CPA doing to influence the marketplace to support the development of safer substitutes?

· Building a trans-Atlantic network of European and US NGOs working to implement new innovative chemicals policies, like the European Union’s proposed REACH program, which will stimulate the market for cleaner, safer chemicals. Click here for more information. 

· www.cleanproduction.org/Risk/risk.htmLeverage support for corporate and government chemical policies that implement the substitution principle.  Click here to learn more . 

·  Working to establish Extended Producer Responsibility to promote the development of products that are cleaner throughout their life cycle. Click here for more information 

· Providing procurement guidelines and recommendations for safer substitutes to harmful materials.Click here for more information 
· Monitoring and establishing environmental guidelines for new and emerging materials streams, such as biobased materials.  Click here for more information 
