Dear Environment Minister,
We are concerned that the Commission’s latest proposal to the Council (on 8 June 2005) to exempt DecaBDE from restriction under the RoHS Directive ignores the latest scientific evidence on the hazards of Deca and will inhibit global innovation in the development of safer flame retardants. 
Recent studies are confirming the hazards posed by DecaBDE, including:
· The widespread presence of DecaBDE in human blood and breast milk, food, household dust and wildlife.  

· DecaBDE is breaking down -- through the process of “debromination” -- into other PBDE compounds that bioaccumulate up the food chain, including octa-BDE, which the European Union has already banned.  
· Toxicity: animal studies suggest evidence of adverse effects on thyroid function and neurological development.  Thyroid effects and neurotoxicity are common to other PBDEs that have been banned, including penta-and octa-BDE.  

This research prompted the Commission’s Scientific Committee on Health and Environmental Risks (SCHER) to “strongly recommend” that the draft DecaBDE Risk Assessment should conclude that “further risk reduction” measures are necessary for Deca.
	Electronic Companies Investing in DecaBDE Alternatives 

	NEC

	Hewlett Packard

	Apple

	Dell

	IBM

	Motorola

	Intel

	Electrolux

	Sony

	Hitachi

	Panasonic/Matsushita

	Sharp

	Philips 

	JVC

	Toshiba

	Samsung


When the EU adopted the RoHS Directive in 2003, it created new business opportunities for safer materials and chemicals and catalyzed new product development.  NEC, for example, has announced that they now have a plastic made from plants (“bio-based” plastic) that meets the highest flame resistance standards without the use of any flame retardant.  Dell, Sony, Hewlett Packard, and many other firms (see table) have all committed resources towards adopting substitute materials that are now gaining market share.  

Historically, 80% of DecaBDE is used in electronic products, with the majority of Deca used in the plastic casing that surrounds televisions.  Yet most television and computer manufacturers are substituting DecaBDE with safer alternatives that meet the highest flame retardancy standards and are cost competitive.  Research by the Danish and German governments, the IFP Research group in Sweden, and the University of Massachusetts Lowell in the U.S. have all shown that alternatives are widely available to DecaBDE.  
The recent about-face by the European Commission to exempt DecaBDE from the RoHS Directive will stifle such innovation into safer materials.  

In alignment with the RoHS Directive, many states in the U.S. are moving forward on legislation to restrict DecaBDE, including: New York, Illinois, Michigan, Washington, and Maine.
We, the undersigned, write in support of a Council decision that opposes the Commission’s proposed exemption for restricting DecaBDE under the RoHS Directive.  
Sincerely,


Mark Rossi, PhD, Research Director
Clean Production Action

Boston, Massachusetts

Laurie Valeriano, Policy Director
Washington Toxics Coalition

Seattle, Washington 
Robert M. Gould, MD, President
San Francisco Bay Area Physicians for Social Responsibility
San Francisco, California

Tracey Easthope, MPH, Environmental Health Director
Ecology Center

Ann Arbor, Michigan

Ted Schettler, MD, MPH, Science Director
Science and Environmental Health Network &

Greater Boston Physicians for Social Responsibility

Boston, Massachusetts

Rachel Heckl, Clean Production/Toxics Coordinator
Great Lakes United

Buffalo, New York

Michael Belliveau, Executive Director
Environmental Health Strategy Center

Bangor, Maine

Sofia Dorsano, Education and Environmental Program Coordinator
Endometriosis Association

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Sanford Lewis, Attorney

Strategic Counsel on Corporate Accountability

Amherst, Massachusetts
Lois Gibbs, Executive Director 
Anne Rabe, BE SAFE Coordinator
Center for Health, Environment & Justice

Falls Church, Virginia

Kathleen Curtis, Executive Director
Citizens’ Environmental Coalition

Albany, New York

Judith Robinson, Special Projects Director
Environmental Health Fund
Boston, Massachusetts

Jamie Harvie, Executive Director
Institute for a Sustainable Future

Duluth, Minnesota

Kathleen Burns, PhD

Sciencecorps.org

Lexington, Massachusetts

Sarah Doll, Program Director
Oregon Environmental Council

Portland, Oregon

Anna Gilmore Hall, Executive Director
Health Care Without Harm

Arlington, Virginia

Frances Canonizado, Environmental Advocate
Illinois PIRG

Chicago, Illinois

Sheila Davis, Executive Director
Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition

San Jose, California

Catherine Thomasson, MD, President
Oregon Physicians for Social Responsibility

Portland, Oregon

Meghan Purvis, Environmental Health Advocate
U.S. PIRG

Washington, DC

Lee Ketelsen, New England Director
Clean Water Action

Boston, Massachusetts

Janet Domenitz, Executive Director

Massachusetts PIRG (MASSPIRG)
Boston, Massachusetts

Alexandra Gorman, Director of Science and Research

Women’s Voices for the Earth

Missoula, Montana

Rachel Gibson, Environmental Health Advocate & Staff Attorney

Environment California

San Francisco, California

Davis Baltz, MS, Senior Associate
Commonweal

Bolinas, California

Paul Bogart, Campaign Coordinator
Healthy Building Network

Boston, Massachusetts
Jeanne Rizzo, RN, Executive Director

Breast Cancer Fund

San Francisco, California

Rhett Lawrence, Environmental Advocate

OSPRIG (Oregon State PIRG)

Portland, Oregon

John Jackson

Ontario Toxic Waste Research Coalition

Kitchener, Ontario, Canada

Barbara Kyle, Campaign Coordinator
Computer Take-Back Campaign
San Jose, California

Jon Hinck, Staff Attorney
Natural Resources Council of Maine

Augusta, Maine
Lin Kaatz Chary, PhD, MPH

Environmental Strategies & Consultants

Gary, Indiana

Brad Heavner, Executive Director

MaryPIRG (Maryland PIRG)

Baltimore, Maryland

Hilton Kelley, CEO

Community In-power and Development Association (CIDA)

Port Arthur, Texas

Clifton Curtis, Director, Global Toxics Program

World Wildlife Fund US

Washington, DC

Paul Muldoon, Executive Director

Canadian Environmental Law Association

Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Robin Schneider, Director

Texas Campaign for the Environment and Public Research Works

Austin, Texas
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