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Business-NGO Meeting on Green Chemicals & Sustainable Materials
Pre-Meeting Survey
Our meeting on October 24th and 25th in Boston is quickly approaching. To help us as well as your self in preparing for a successful meeting we are sending this short survey of only 4 questions. Please answer the questions by or before October 20th and send your replies to Alexandra McPherson at alexandra@cleanproduction.org.  

To provide the context for these questions, here is a short framing of the meeting. 

· This is a working meeting, not a conference with lots of presentations and talking heads. We have intentionally kept this meeting to only 30 participants to ensure quality, focused discussions. 
· Important framework materials. We have set up a confidential webpage for meeting participants only at www.cleanproduction.org/meeting.php.  Please go to this site for all relevant readings on each of the topics, meeting logistics, and meeting agenda.  We kindly ask that you read the materials in advance to enable maximum time for informed and interactive discussion.  These documents will be the starting point for discussion. We do not presuppose that participants will agree with all that is contained in them!  If you have materials to share with participants please forward them to Beverley Thorpe - Bev@cleanproduction.org - who will include them on the webpage. 
· Meeting topics:

· Strategies for Achieving Green Chemicals & Sustainable Materials
· Decision Trees for Guiding Chemical Selection
· Criteria for Selecting Sustainable Materials (especially biopolymers)
· Policies - Government Policy Options for Green Chemistry & Sustainable Materials

Question #1) Which 3 strategies do you think are most effective in advancing the movement to green chemicals and sustainable materials?   
To stimulate thinking of strategies we created the short list below. Please check the three strategies - and/or add other strategies to the list - that are most important to you for succeeding in green chemicals and sustainable materials.

__  Corporate-wide chemical policies, such as the precautionary principle.
__  Creating a “red” list of target chemicals for elimination / avoidance.
__  Knowing the inherent hazards of chemicals used in products.

__  Creating collaborative partnerships with suppliers - supply chain management for the environment.

__  Business-NGO collaborations 
__  Business-to-business collaborations (beyond supply chain partners) across market sectors or through trade associations.
__  Production innovation and re-design.
__  Publicly supporting government chemical policy reforms in favor of green chemistry.

__  Others …  Please Type in any other strategies that are most important to you: 
Question #2 - Decision Trees: What are the core components of a decision tree that guides chemical selection away from hazardous chemicals and towards green chemicals?  
By “decision tree” we mean a process (sometimes illustrated as a flowchart) that helps guide users to a decision on the selection of more environmentally preferable chemicals. Examples of potential core components are included below. Please check and/or add your own core components. 

__  Use government lists to prioritize which chemicals are most hazardous. 

__  Provide disclosure of high hazardous chemicals used in a product.

__  Provide disclosure of all chemicals used in a product.

__  Avoid certain high hazardous chemicals (for example, no mercury, BFRs, DEHP, etc.)

__  Assess the hazards of chemicals used in a product.

__  Identify hazard characteristics of concern.

For example, persistence, bioaccumulation, aquatic toxicity, carcinogenicity, etc.
__  Prioritize hazard characteristics.

For example, first persistence & bioaccumulation & toxicity (PBT); second, carcinogenicity, mutagenicity, and reproductive toxicity; third, aquatic toxicity; etc.

__  Establish “cut-off values” (or “thresholds”) for levels of concern. 
For example, take the question of “persistence.” Let’s say we want to divide persistence into categories of High (H), Medium (M), and Low (L). The International Joint Commission defined persistence (half-life - days - in water, soil or sediment) in these terms: H > 56, M 7-56, L<7.
__  Assess potential opportunities for exposure.
Others?  Please add below any other core components that guide your chemical selection:  

If your organization already has a chemical selection decision tree, or something comparable, what do you call it and what are the core components?
Question #3 - Criteria for selecting sustainable biopolymers: If you were to purchase a product made from biopolymers (for example, plastic made from corn), what are the 3 most important criteria you would use to evaluate whether that material is sustainably produced?
For example …

a. labor practices

b. limited/no use of pesticides -- including herbicides, fungicides, & insecticides

c. no use of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in the field 
d. best farming practices, including soil conservation and minimizing use and eliminating run off of commercial fertilizers
e. improve economic viability of family farms

f. no use of hazardous additives

g. recyclability or compostable at end of use life

h. others??

What are your 3 most important criteria for selecting sustainable biopolymers?
1. 

2. 
3. 

Question #4 –Collaboration: What types of business/NGO collaborations would be most effective in advancing the development and diffusion of green chemicals and sustainable materials? 
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