
September 9, 2003 
President George W. Bush 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear Mr. President: 
 
On behalf of public health professionals, physicians, nurses, children’s health advocates, environmental 
organizations, and community groups, we are writing to express our deep concerns about the United 
States government efforts to undermine proposed reforms of the European Union chemicals policy also 
known as REACH (Registration, Evaluation, and Authorization of Chemicals). We request that you 
instruct key officials within your administration to stop using federal funds to undermine this important 
proposed legislation, and seek ways to support progressive reform of chemicals policy that benefit 
public health. 

The U.S. Administration has actively lobbied against the European proposals for reform through actions 
of the State Department, Department of Commerce, US Trade Representative, and the US 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). We find it particularly troubling that the position of the US 
government closely reflects the narrow interests of U.S. chemical manufacturers, to the exclusion of 
other business sectors who will benefit from the production of cleaner, safer chemicals, as well as public 
health and environmental advocates working to secure policies that will safeguard the American and 
European public from dangerous chemicals. 
 
Recent scientific evidence from the United States, Canada, and Europe demonstrates that untested, 
unregulated chemicals are accumulating in human body tissue and breast milk. Toxicological findings 
indicate that exposures to even low doses of certain chemicals can result in profound yet subtle effects 
including birth defects, reproductive disorders, and neurological abnormalities. We are particularly 
concerned about a variety of ubiquitous substances that have been measured in the general public. For 
some, like mercury, their toxicity is beyond doubt. For others, adequate toxicity testing data are simply 
not available. The public’s continued exposure to these substances vividly demonstrates the need for 
comprehensive safety testing in order to protect human health and the environment.   
 
The chemical management system proposed under REACH addresses many of the flaws of the current 
system both in the United States and Europe. As you know, lax chemical regulations in the U.S. have 
created a situation whereby an estimated 95% percent of the chemicals in commerce today lack basic 
testing data on potential health and environmental impacts. 

REACH would begin to fill in the information blanks by first and foremost demanding better health data 
for the existing and new chemicals produced or used in quantities greater than one ton per year. It would 
also restrict and in some cases ban the use of chemicals that are inherently harmful, i.e. carcinogens, 



mutagens, and reproductive toxins, in addition to those chemicals that persist and accumulate in the 
environment. Requiring manufacturers to demonstrate that a particular chemical is safe to use in 
commerce is a commonsense and long overdue approach to chemical management.   
 
The United States government and the chemical industry claim that the costs of increased scrutiny of 
chemicals proposed in REACH will place a burden on business. However, the latest estimates from the 
European Commission put the total costs of the REACH reforms at €4 billion -- or just 0.1 percent of 
annual chemical sales in the European Union. This is a very modest investment in environmental 
protection, especially in comparison to the billions of dollars spent on health care, pollution control, and 
cleanup of contamination caused by chemicals.  
 
The US government and chemical industry opposition to REACH also neglects the immeasurable cost of 
human suffering and disease due to poorly regulated environmental pollutants. The monetary costs alone 
are staggering. In the US, scientists from the Mt. Sinai School of Medicine estimated that the total 
annual costs attributable to environmental pollutants for children’s lead poisoning, asthma, cancer, and 
neurobehavioral disorders totaled $54.9 billion. In the EU, Environment Commissioner Margot 
Wallström estimates that REACH will save $20 to $60 billion in health care costs over the next thirty 
years, as well as reduce 2,200 to 4,300 cancer cases per year.   
 
We urge the U.S. government to recognize the potential benefits to American consumers and businesses 
and cease all efforts to undermine EU chemicals policy reforms. We request that the Administration, 
through the U.S. EPA, the U.S. Trade Representative, Commerce Department, and State Department, 
solicit public comments from the American people -- including but not limited to NGOs and businesses -
- to formulate a forward-looking position on chemicals policy and prepare for new economic realities of 
the 21st century.  
 
For more information concerning this issue, please contact:  
Charlotte Brody, R.N., Executive Director 
Health Care Without Harm 
1755 S Street NW  Suite 6B 
Washington DC 20009 
202-234-0091 
 
We look forward to your response.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Alabama State Nurses Association 
Helen Wilson, MSN, RN, Interim Executive Director 
Montgomery, AL 

Asia Pacific Environmental Exchange 
Dave Batker, Director 
Seattle, WA 

 
Basel Action Network 
Jim Puckett, Coordinator 
Seattle, WA 

Breast Cancer Action 
Barbara A. Brenner, Executive Director 
San Francisco, CA 

 
Buckeye Environmental Network  
Teresa Mills, Director 
Grove City, OH 

Catholic Healthcare West 
Susan Vickers, RSM 
San Francisco, CA 

 



Center for Environmental Health and Justice 
Lois Gibbs, Executive Director 
Falls Church, VA 

Chemical Weapons Working Group 
Craig Williams, Director 
Berea, KY 

 
Citizens' Environmental Coalition 
Kathleen A. Curtis, Executive Director 
Albany, NY 

Citizens Leading for Environmental 
Action and Responsibility 
Jackie Elliott 
Claremont, NH 

 
Coalition for Health, Environmental  
& Economic Rights 
Tony Tweedale 
Missoula, MT 

Common Ground 
Richard Futrell, PhD.,Steering 
Committee 
Richmond, KY 

 
Consumers' Healthy Home Center, & Green Living 
Now Consulting 
Amy Todisco, Founder and Executive Director 
Huntington, VT 

Detroiters Working for Environmental 
Justice 
Donele Wilkins 
Detroit, MI 

 
Ecological Health Organization 
Carolyn  Wysocki, Executive Board Member 
Hebron, CT 

Ecology Center 
Environmental Health Project 
Tracey Easthope, MPH , Director 
Ann Arbor, MI 

 
Endometriosis Association 
Mary Lou Ballweg, Executive Director 
Milwaukee, WI 

Environmental Association for Great 
Lakes Education (EAGLE) 
Jennifer Tahtinen, Projects Coordinator 
Duluth, MN 

 
Environmental Community Action, Inc. (ECO-Action) 
Carol Williams, Executive Director 
Atlanta, GA 

Environmental Health Fund 
Gary Cohen, Executive Director 
Jamaica Plain, MA 

 
Environmental Health Strategy Center 
Michael Belliveau, Executive Director 
Portland, ME 

Environmental Research Foundation 
Peter Montague, Ph.D., Director 
New Brunswick, NJ 

 
Environmental Working Group 
Ken Cook, President 
Washington DC 

Fluoride Action Network  
Pesticide Project 
Ellen Connett, Director 
Burlington, VT 

 
Galveston - Houston Association for Smog Prevention 
(GHASP) 
John D. Wilson, Executive Director 
Houston, TX 

GrassRoots Recycling Network 
Bill Sheehan, Ph.D., Co-Director 
Athens, GA 

 



Greater Cleveland Coalition For A Clean Environment 
(GCCFACE) 
Clarence R. Dunn; Director 
Cleveland, OH 

Green Health Center 
University of Nebraska Medical Center 
Andrew Jameton 
Omaha, NE 

 
Greenaction for Health and Environmental Justice 
Bradley Angel, Executive Director 
San Francisco, CA 

Greenpeace USA 
Rick Hind, Legislative Director 
Washington, DC 

 
Heal with Nature 
Mitch Kennedy, ND, P.C., President 
Avon, CT 

Health and Environmental Justice 
Daniel Berg, MD, President 
St. Louis, MO 

 
Health Care Without Harm 
Charlotte Brody, R.N., Executive Director 
Washington DC 

Healthy Building Network 
Bill Walsh, Executive Director 
Washington DC 

 
HEAT- Hamtramck Environmental Action Team 
Rob Cedar 
Hamtramck, MI 

Illinois Student Environmental 
Network 
Laura Huth, Executive Director 
Urbana, IL 

 
Indigenous Environmental Network 
Tom Goldtooth, Executive Director 
Bemidji, MN 

Inova Health System  
Cindy Kilgore, Director of Purchasing  
Falls Church, VA 

 
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy 
Jackie Hunt Christensen 
Minneapolis, MN 

Institute for Children's Environmental 
Health  
Elise Miller, M.Ed., Executive Director 
Freeland, WA 

 
Institute for a Sustainable Future 
Jamie Harvie Project Director 
Duluth, MN 

Kentucky Environmental 
Foundation,Inc 
c/o Brushy Fork Institute 
Peter Hille, Chair 
Berea, KY 

 
Legal Environmental Assistance Foundation, Inc. 
(LEAF) 
Robert J. Martin, President 
Tallahassee, FL 

Living/Dying Project 
Dale Borglum, Executive Director 
Fairfax, CA 

 
Massachusetts Association for the Chemically Injured, 
Jean A. Lemieux, President 
Andover, MA 

Massachusetts Breast Cancer Coalition 
Deborah Forter, Executive Director 
Quincy, MA 

 
Massachusetts Nurses Association 
Janice Homer, RN 
Canton, MA 

Mindfully.org 
Paul Goettlich, Executive Director 



Mercury Policy Project and Northern Representative 
Ban Mercury Working Group 
Michael T. Bender, MS, Director 
Montpelier, VT 

National Women's Health Network 
Amy Allina 
Washington, D.C. 

 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
Jennifer B. Sass, PhD, Senior Scientist, Health and 
Environment Program 
Washington, DC 

Non-Stockpile Chemical Weapons 
Citizen Coalition 
Elizabeth Crowe, Director 
Berea, KY 

 
NY/NJ Environmental Watch 
Reverend Joe Parrish 
New York, NY and Elizabeth, NJ 

Ohio Network for the Chemically 
Injured 
Toni Temple, President 
Parma, OH 

 
Oregon Center for Environmental Health 
Jane Harris, Executive Director 
Portland, OR 

Physicians for Social Responsibility 
Robert M. Gould, MD, President, San 
Francisco-Bay Area Chapter 
Jonathan Parfrey, Executive Director, 
Physicians for Social Responsibility - 
Los Angeles 
Maria Valenti, Greater Boston 
Physicians for Social Responsibility 

 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical Association 
Rabbi Richard Hirsh, Executive Director 
Wyncote, PA 

RecycleWorlds Consulting, Corp 
Peter Anderson, President 
Madison, WI 

 
Science and Environmental Health Network 
Ted Schettler MD, MPH 
Boston, MA 

Second Look 
Deborah E. Moore, PhD, Director 
Worcester, MA 

 
Silicon Valley Toxics Coalition/Computer Take Back 
Campaign 
Ted Smith, Executive Director 
San Jose, CA 

South Carolina Nurses Association 
Judith Curfman Thompson, RN, 
Executive Director 
Columbia, SC 

 
Women's Cancer Resource Center 
Catherine Porter 
Oakland, California 

Women's Health & Environmental 
Network  
Teresa Mendez-Quigley, Project 
Director, Environmental Stewardship 
Philadelphia, PA 

 
Women's Voices for the Earth (WVE) 
Bryony Schwan, M.S.. National Campaigns Director 
Missoula, MT 

Working Group on Community Right-
to-Know 
Paul Orum, Director 
Washington DC 

 



World Wildlife Fund-US 
Clifton Curtis, Director Toxics Program 
Washington DC 

 

Individuals 
 
Jeannie Botsford, RN, MS, CNOR 
Past President, Association of Perioperative 
Registered Nurses* 
Denver, CO 

Neil J. Carman, Ph.D. 
Sierra Club Lone Star Chapter* 
Austin, TX 
 

Paul Connett, PhD 
Professor of Chemistry 
St. Lawrence University* 
Canton, NY 

Rev. David Dyson 
The Lafayette Avenue Presbyterian Church* 
New York, NY 

 
Daniel Faber 
Associate Professor of Sociology 
Northeastern University* 
Boston, MA 

Stephen Gerritson, Chair 
Sierra Club* 
Bothell, WA 

 
Kathleen Morris MSA, RN 
Director of Nursing Practice 
Ohio Nurses Association* 

Peter Orris, Ph.D., Professor and Associate 
Director Center for Occupational and 
Environmental Safety and Health 
School of Public Health, University of Illinois 
at Chicago* 
Chicago, IL 

 
David Ozonoff, MD, MPH 
Professor of Environmental Health 
Department of Environmental Health* 
Boston University School of Public Health 
Boston, MA 

Sharon L. Peralta 
Concerned Citizen 
Seabrook, NH 

 
Martha Wickelhaus 
Pennsylvania Environmental Network* 
Summerville, PA 

 

* organization name for identification purposes only. 
 



CC: 
 
The Hon. Colin Powell, Secretary, Department of State 
The Hon. Donald Evans, Secretary, Department of Commerce 
The Hon. Marianne Lamont Horinko, Acting Administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
The Hon. Robert Zoellick, U.S. Trade Representative 
The Hon. James Connaughton, Chairman, Council on Environmental Quality 
 
US House of Representatives 
The Hon. Billy Tauzin, Committee on Energy and Commerce 
The Hon. John Dingell, Ranking Minority Member, Committee on Energy and Commerce 
The Hon. Paul Gillmor, Chair, Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous Materials 
The Hon. Hilda Solis, Ranking Minority Member, Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous 
Materials 
The Hon. Cliff Stearns, Chair, Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade, and Consumer Protection 
The Hon. Jan Schakowsky, Ranking Minority Member, Subcommittee on Commerce, Trade, and 
Consumer Protection 
The Hon. Tom Davis, Chair, House Committee on Government Reform 
The Hon. Henry Waxman, Ranking Minority Member, House Committee on Government Reform 
 
US Senate 
The Hon. James Inhofe, Chair, Committee on the Environment and Public Works 
The Hon. James Jeffords, Ranking Member, Committee on the Environment and Public Works 
The Hon. Lincoln Chafee, Chair, Subcommittee on Superfund, Toxics, Risk, and Waste Management 
The Hon. Barbara Boxer, Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Superfund, Toxics, Risk, and Waste 
Management 
The Hon. John McCain, Chair, Committee on Commerce, Science & Transportation 
The Hon. Fritz Hollings, Ranking Member, Committee on Commerce, Science & Transportation 
The Hon. Susan Collins, Chair, Committee on Governmental Affairs 
The Hon. Joseph Lieberman, Ranking Member, Committee on Governmental Affairs 
 


