[image: image1.png]CLEAN
ﬁ PRODUCTION
ACTION




NEWS RELEASE


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: March 20, 2007

Contact: Mark Rossi, 781.799.9504

MarkSRossi@comcast.net
Lauren Heine, 360.738.4643
Report available at: www.cleanproduction.org 
“GREEN SCREEN FOR SAFER CHEMICALS” 
ANALYSIS IDENTIFIES SAFER FLAME RETARDANT FOR TVs 
Clean Production Action releases hazard assessment of chemicals 

commonly used to flame retard TVs
New York -- With growing concerns over the use of flame retardants in electronic products a new screening tool for businesses has been released by Clean Production Action (CPA).  The Green Screen for Safer Chemicals released at today’s presentation to Illinois state officials examines the safety of the alternatives to decabromodiphenyl ether (decaBDE) – a globally controversial flame retardant used mostly in TVs and restricted from use in electronic devices sold or imported into the European Union. DecaBDE and its associated breakdown products have also sparked a flurry of state legislative initiatives because these chemicals can persist in the environment, can bioaccumulate in humans, and are toxic. However a recurring question from state legislators has been: are alternative flame retardants safer than decaBDE?   

To understand whether safer alternatives to decaBDE exist, CPA developed the Green Screen for Safer Chemicals, which evaluates the environmental preferability of chemicals based upon the principles of green chemistry and the work of the US EPA Design for Environment program. The Green Screen defines four benchmarks on the path to safer chemicals, with each benchmark defining a progressively safer chemical:  
· Benchmark 1 -- Avoid - Chemical of High Concern
· Benchmark 2 -- Use but Search for Safer Substitutes
· Benchmark 3 -- Use but Still Opportunity for Improvement
· Benchmark 4 -- Prefer - Safer Chemical”
In order to test the Green Screen, three flame retardants that currently meet performance criteria for use in the external plastic housing of televisions (TVs) were evaluated. 

“We evaluated three TV flame retardants using the Green Screen,” explained CPA’s research director, Mark Rossi, “decaBDE and two phosphorous-based alternatives, resorcinol bis(diphenylphosphate) (RDP) and bisphenol A diphosphate (BAPP or BPADP). Of the three flame retardants, RDP was the only flame retardant to pass all criteria under Benchmark 1 of the Green Screen.  Thus RDP, at Benchmark 2, is the most preferred of the three flame retardants.”

“The Green Screen for Safer Chemicals represents a needed building block on the path to sustainable material flows in our economic and ecological systems,” added Lauren Heine, co-author of the report. “It is our goal that companies, government agencies, academia, and non-profits will use the Green Screen to select inherently safer chemicals, thereby reducing the risks of exposure to toxic chemicals and increasing the availability of safer, healthier products.”
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